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Mother Figure

A very nice little play.  There were some very funny moments but do try to let the laughter die away before continuing, I know it can be difficult some times as different audiences laugh at different bits each night.  I though Lucy and Terry were well portrayed and gave strong performances.  Rosemary’s voice sometimes dropped to just above a whisper and I did wonder if she was a bit uncertain of lines or just lacking confidence.  I loved the way Lucy was carefully folding the nappies ready for use – as no one seems to use terry nappies anymore well done for finding them.   I enjoyed this first act very much.  All the costumes were appropriate for the play.  

Drinking companions

Unfortunately, Harry needed a number of prompts during this act, but I do appreciate he had a very wordy part.  The two girls were well cast and although had minimal lines and movements the whole thing worked very well.  It would have been nice to see a little more facial expressions from Paula as a lot of the time she just ‘sat’.   One small point I would pick up was that the chair Harry used seemed very low and he didn’t appear to be comfortable.  Again the costume was appropriate and I liked the contrast of Bernice’s outfit.

Between Mouthfuls

I did find this a bit slow.  The waiter should have been a bit snappier in his movements between the tables.  The couples were left too long miming when the waiter went off to get drinks and food.  However, I did think that all the actors picked up the cues well when the spotlight was on them.  At one point the waiter asked the diner if he wanted carrots and then served something else, not sure what, but it was white so assume it was cauliflower.  A small point but attention to detail is worth the effort.

Again costume was appropriate and I liked the way you introduced some colour.

Gosforth’s Fete

Such a lovely funny little play and you did it justice.  Gosforth was well cast and he did a superb job, with just the right amount of blustering.   I really thought this performance was the highlight of the evening.  Also impressive was the vicar, with another great performance.   Mrs Pearce’s electrifying moment was very well done and I liked her reappearance slightly dishevelled but am afraid not wet enough…  I loved Stewart’s costume and it made me laugh when his shorts were referred to a baggy as they were anything but.  I am afraid though he did not make a convincing drunk.  Another nit picky moment – when the new bottle of sherry was produced it should have been full.  My one big criticism would be that you did not use enough water.  When the vicar came in with the tray on his head you could have sprayed some water on it so it did actually look as if he were coming in from the rain.  Similarly although it appeared you had wetted the front of Gosforth's shirt his hair and shoulders were dry.  That aside the whole act was very well performed and all the cast gave strong confident performances.  Costume was good.

Talk in the Park

Each of the cast members did a good job delivering the individual monologues.  Each little tale was well delivered but it would have been nice if some different accents could have been used so as to give a bit of variety.  Again costume was appropriate.

Curtain Call

It is not very often that a comment would be made on this aspect of a production, but I feel in this instance it is justified.  I thought it a very clever curtain call and really liked the way the director had all cast members for each individual play take the deserved applause.  

Technical

I liked the triangular sets, which made the scene changes quick and efficient.  All the stagehands did a very good job between acts moving on and off furniture and props.  Lighting was good for the most part but in the third act some of the lighting cues were a little bit slow.  I really liked the lighting effect in the final play.  Sound effects where used were good and on cue.

Front of house/programme

We received a very friendly reception on arrival.   The glass of wine for us all was much appreciated.  The programme had a lovely colourful cover and some nice information on each of the cast members.

Overall I thoroughly enjoyed the evening and thought you all did a splendid job and hope your final performance went as well.

Jo Bridges

